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Arbaeen walk: Journey of love & compassion

Sunday, 18 September 2022 | Misam Ali Mirza WO W

Braving extreme weather and ominous security threats, Shia Muslims from around the world are
thronging the holy city of Karbala in Iraq to pay their obeisance to the final resting place of the
younger grandson of Prophet Mohammad, Hussain Bin Ali, popularly known as Syed al-Shohada
(Master of Martyrs). Arbaeen pilgrimage — the journey of “love and compassion”, not being
obligatory for Shias — is a reaffirmation of a pledge to uphold the virtues propounded by Imam
Hussain and the spirit of his sacrifice for the august cause.

It marks the 40th day since Ashura, the martyrdom day of Imam Hussain, who was killed by

: zid ibn Muawiya in the desert of Karbala. Apart from Iran and Iraq, pilgrims

E kistan attend the event. Non-Muslims too visit Karbala to mark their respect
solidarity with the noble cause of Imam Hussain.

considered the third Imam in the line of succession of Shia Imamate tradition
He is a symbol of resistance against tyranny and injustice. He is not limited to
n. In India, he is also revered by Hindus and regarded as a symbol of

. Y,
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